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The Song of Creation: A Journey of Discovery

The Mishnah in Berakhot (6:1) states the well-
known division: 
“How do we bless fruits? For the fruits of the tree,
one says "Borei Pri haEtz", except for wine, for
which one says "Borei Pri haGafen".

The Gemara there (35b) poses the natural question:
What makes wine unique? It pinpoints two main
aspects that set wine apart: its nutritive value and
its ability to bring joy due to its alcohol content.

Rav Rimon, whom we recently hosted here in
Toronto, highlights another unique aspect of wine.
He explains: Usually, when a person eats a meal,
the first bite is the most delicious, the second a bit
less so, and so on. With wine, it's the opposite: with
each glass, the joy grows! And so it is with the
redemption of Israel, which continues to develop
and grow. (Pesach Haggadah – Halacha
MiMekora).

Rav Melamed offers a different perspective,
writing: "It is commonly believed that a righteous
person seeking sanctification should be somber
and sad, distancing themselves as much as possible
from the physical world [...] However, we believe
that holiness should manifest in all aspects of life,
in spirit and in matter, in spiritual enjoyment and in
physical pleasure. 

One of the most special experiences we had during
our previous Shlichut here in Toronto was the birth
of our son. The warmth and generous help we
received then continue to accompany us today, and
they certainly left a special imprint on our hearts.

It was these positive feelings that led us to give him
the middle name Amihai, after witnessing firsthand
the living proof that the Jewish people are indeed
Chai. However, the amount of time we invested in
trying to explain his first name, Kerem - vineyard,
perhaps even exceeded the nine months of
pregnancy, and we often encountered polite looks
of puzzlement and wonder.

I believe we are not alone in this, and we have joined
a widespread trend in Israel, though less common in
Jewish communities abroad, of naming children
after plants, flowers, and fruits. Over the years,
Kerem has encountered other children named
Geffen, Einav, Zimra, and so on.

The special role of grapes in the Jewish calendar is
familiar to us all, from the Kiddush on Shabbat and
holidays, to the drinking customs on Purim (exactly
a month from now!), to the mitzvah of the Four Cups
(exactly two months from now!), and more. Thus,
the connection between the Seven Species and Tu
BiShvat, which we are celebrating these days,
provides us with a wonderful opportunity to delve
deeper into the unique significance of the
grapevine.
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This week, we were grateful to see three more hostages return
from Hamas captivity: Or, Ohad and Eli who have returned to
Israel and their families. We continue to pray for the return of

all hostages and for the burial of all the fallen
 בקבר ישראל

Although every Jew experiences spiritual joy when
they are connected to Torah and mitzvot, as long
as the body does not share in the joy, not only is
the body lacking, but the spiritual joy is also
incomplete. Therefore, a person should be whole
in spirit and body, and when they are happy about
something positive they have done, it is good to
share that joy with their body." (Peninei Halakha)

In this way, he also encourages us to examine our
relationship with nature and the physical world on
Tu Bishvat. Do we feel uplifted by it, or does it
bring us down? Does it enable us to discover G-d's
ways in additional channels and diverse paths?
And can we follow in the footsteps of Rabbi
Nachman of Breslov, and remember:

דע לך
שכל עשב ועשב

יש לו שירה מיוחדת
משלו

ומשירת העשבים
נעשה ניגון
של רועה

Know that every plant and every grass has its
own unique song. And from the song of the
plants, a shepherd's melody is created.

YITRO-יתרו

 

https://www.sulamot.org/product/pesach-haggadah-halacha-mimekora/
https://www.sulamot.org/product/pesach-haggadah-halacha-mimekora/


 מחשבה rabbi doron perez is the executive chairman of world mizrachi

When a Yeshiva Transforms a City
The two cities closest to the Gaza Envelope in the south and the
Lebanese border in the north are Sderot and Kiryat Shmona
respectively. In both cities there is a remarkable Hesder Yeshiva
that combines army service and Torah learning. Incredibly, the
yeshivot in Sderot and Kiryat Shmona were the first educational
institutions to return to their regions, blazing the trail of return
and hope for the future. Both these institutions play
transformative roles in their communities – of welfare, chesed
and outreach as inspirational examples of kiddush Hashem – the
way a yeshiva should be. We have highlighted the role that these
two remarkable institutions play in the rebuilding of the
communities and cities they are part and parcel of.

When Ya’akov arrived in Shechem after his years of exile, the
  Torah describes his arrival with an unusual phrase: “He settled at
.the face of the city” (Bereishit 33:18)

   Our Sages note that the word               and he settled - shares its 
 root with the word(grace)חן

 teaching that Ya’akov brought grace to the city and elevated the
quality of life for all its inhabitants (Shabbat 33)

This transformation of an entire city was a true kiddush Hashem.
Today, the yeshivot of Sderot and Kiryat Shmona, like many of the 70
Yeshivot Hesder that Mizrachi is proud to be affiliated with, carry on
this tradition.

With grit, dogged determination and passionate perseverance for the
long-term goal of rebuilding Jewish society together in the spirit of a
love of the Jewish people and all created in Hashem’s image, our holy
Torah and the Land and State of Israel, we will indeed prevail.

Rabbi Doron Perez is the Executive Chairman of World Mizrachi.
 This piece was adapted from the Tu Bishvat edition of HaMizrachi,
which can be found at:
 https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachi/. 

 תהלים rabbi mordechai torczyner, rosh beit midrash emeritus

The Trees of Hashem
Tehillim 104 is recited on Rosh Chodesh because 104:19 mentions the
role of the moon in setting the calendar. (Tur Orach Chaim 423) Last
week we noted how the psalm’s description of nature features birds
perched by water and singing, and nesting in tall trees. The psalm also
describes how rain benefits “the trees of Hashem, the cedars of
Lebanon that He planted. (104:16)” Since this past Thursday was Tu
b’Shevat, when we celebrate trees and their fruit, this week we will
take a closer look at those trees of Tehillim 104.

These are not just any trees; the text calls them “the trees of Hashem.”
What was King David’s message in describing the rain nourishing
these trees, in particular?

Radak suggests that the point is to recognize that Hashem creates
these trees; human hands do not plant them. Earlier verses told of
vegetation nurtured by human beings for our own use; people tend to
plant fruit trees, vegetables, and grain, for our consumption. But
Hashem plants cedar trees. Hashem also irrigates these trees with
rain, as humans tend not to tend to them. Our psalm thanks Hashem
for creating and nurturing those great trees.

Midrashim add a layer, recognizing that King Solomon used cedars of
Lebanon for the Beit HaMikdash (see Melachim I 5:20); these are the
“trees of Hashem.” In one midrash (Bereishit Rabbah 15:1), Rabbi
Yochanan contends that our world is not worthy of the glorious cedar
tree, and the entire species of cedars was created only for the sake of the
Beit HaMikdash. Another midrash compares cedars (as well as fine gold)
with the light of the first week of Creation, which Hashem created and
then concealed because the world was not worthy. If not for the
Sanctuaries we constructed as our sites of rendezvous with Hashem, this
world would have no access to those materials. This psalm thanks
Hashem for these creations, which belong to a plane above our own.

Finally, Rabbi Avraham Yehoshua Heschel of Apt wrote (Ohev Yisroel
Parshat Vayigash) that these “trees of Hashem” are actually righteous and
holy souls, planted in Gan Eden. Good trees produce beneficial and sweet
fruit; so there are good and holy souls which produce a pleasant and
sweet aroma with their deeds. In this psalm, King David prayed that these
righteous people should be satisfied, blessed and filled with every
blessing and benefit available in Hashem’s holy garden.

ויחן

https://mizrachi.org/hamizrachi/


Israeli Wine From The Shemittah Year
Additionally, there’s concern that such produce
might not be treated with proper respect.
However, some suggest that the prohibition
aims to ensure sufficient food remains for the
residents of Israel. If there’s an abundance of
produce that might spoil, exporting it is
sometimes permitted.

Is the Wine Kosher?
While the prohibition is on exporting the
produce, this doesn’t render it non-kosher.
Therefore, the wine is permissible for
consumption.

Practical Considerations:
I consulted Rabbi Rimon regarding the use of
Shemitah wine abroad. He emphasized
considering whether Biur Peirot Shevi’it was
performed correctly. According to Torah law,
Shemitah produce must undergo biur once it is
no longer available in the fields. If this was not
done, many authorities deem it forbidden to
consume.

What is biur? Most commentators and halachic
authorities define it as declaring the produce
ownerless.

 הלכה rabbi yehuda mann, rosh beit midrash

Question:
Hello, Rabbi, I recently went to buy Israeli wine for
Tu Bishvat and noticed it was from the 2022
harvest, a Shemitah year. Upon checking, I saw it
was certified as "Otzar Beit Din." What should I do
with this wine?

Answer:
Thank you for your attentiveness. It’s true that in
Toronto, some bottles of wine from the Shemitah
year are available for purchase, permitted under
the "Otzar Beit Din" certification. Initially, this
surprised me because produce under Otzar Beit
Din has Kedushat Shevi’it (sanctity of the seventh
year), and halacha prohibits exporting such
produce from Israel. As the Mishnah states
[Shevi'it 6:5]: "One may not take Shemitah
produce out of Israel." There’s a debate among
halachic authorities about whether this
prohibition is biblical or rabbinic.

One reason cited by early halachic authorities is
that produce with sanctity should not leave Israel,
similar to how sacrifices are not taken out of
Jerusalem due to their sanctity. 

Rabbi Rimon suggested performing biur as a
precautionary measure: place the wine outside your
home and declare it ownerless before three people.
According to some opinions, this can even be done
privately. After a while, take the wine for yourself.

Additionally, Shemitah wine must be treated
differently from regular wine due to the sanctity of
Shemitah produce, as the Torah says, "The Shabbat
of the land shall be yours to eat"—it must not be
wasted.
Practical Restrictions:

Finish the wine completely to avoid waste.
Do not use it for Havdalah, as it is customary to
spill some wine to extinguish the flame, which is
not considered a proper use of Shemitah wine.
Avoid using it for the Seder night, as wine is
spilled during the Ten Plagues section, which
also constitutes waste.

Conclusion:
Shemitah wine with sanctity is kosher for
consumption. However, perform biur as a precaution
and consume the wine respectfully, ensuring no
waste.
(This article has been written according to a Teshuva
I received from Rav Rimon, along with the use of his
magnificent Book on the topic).

He notes that the penultimate chapter of Yeshyahu also captures the
potential for rebirth with the image of a tree: “For as the days of a tree
shall be the days of My people, and My elect shall long enjoy the work of
their hands. They shall not labor in vain or bring forth for terror. For they
are the seed blessed of Hashem, and their offspring with them. And it
shall come to pass that, before they call, I will answer, and while they
are yet speaking, I will hear.” (Yeshayahu 65:22-24)

While many celebrate Tu BiShvat as a holiday of Israel, it is primarily a
date that determines specific laws about tithes and other agricultural
laws. However, the centrality of such laws highlights how Jews were
embedded in an agricultural society. Practically, their lives were tied to
the land. The mitzvot that ensure that some of their produce went to
the less fortunate and some to God and His representatives enveloped
their livelihood in spirituality. And, as we see in the imagery in
Yeshyahu, the Jewish people themselves were described as sharing
qualities with those same plants, imagery that was poignant for farmers
whose lives depended on the land. 

The Haftara for Parshat Yitro records Yeshyahu’s initial visions and
his appointment as prophet. His message is dark, pointing to the
moral and religious turpitude of the Jewish people. He notes,
however, that if they repent, they will be forgiven. However, if the
Jews do not repent, he warns that they will be exiled, and Israel left
barren and desolate. He closes this prophecy with a nod towards
hope: “And if there is still a tenth in it, it shall again be consumed; as a
terebinth and as an oak whose stump remains when they cast their
leaves, so the holy seed shall be its stump." (Yeshayahu 6:13) 

While this verse sounds depressing, highlighting how few Jews will
remain (perhaps a tenth), what remains is compared to a stump and
holy seed. This is because there will be a regrowth. Ibn Ezra notes that
those who return from the Babylonian Exile are the “holy seed

 הפטרה rabbi jonathan ziring, sgan rosh beit midrash emeritus

The Imagery of Yeshyahu and Tu Bishvat



Shabbat Halacha from the Parasha Clanton Park Rabbi Mann After Hashkama Minyan

Gemara BAYT Rabbi Gutenberg Between Mincha & Maariv

Sunday Men's Semichat Chaver: Business Halacha Clanton Park Rabbi Spitz and Rabbi Mann 9:00 AM

Shiur b'Ivrit BAYT (Milevsky-Mizrachi) Rabbi Mann and Rabbi Lax 9:00 AM

Exploring the Siddur- Understanding the prayers Zoom R' Rakovsky 10:00 AM

Tzurba Chaburah: Niddah Zoom Mrs. Sonenberg - register at
yoatzot.ca/chabura 1:00 PM

Monday Men's Halacha Shomrai Shabbos Rabbi Mann 8:30 PM

Mizrachi Monday Night Learning BAYT (Milevsky-Mizrachi) Rabbi Thau 8:00 PM

Tuesday Tzurba - Hilchot Shabbat Yeshivat Or Chaim Rabbi Thau 7:00 AM

Tzurba Chaburah: Niddah Zoom Mrs. Sonenberg - register at
yoatzot.ca/chabura 10:00 AM

“Is This the Real Life? Is This Just Fantasy?" Mystic
Creatures in Tanach Zoom R' Rakovsky 2:00 PM

Women’s Contemporary Halacha Shiur Clanton Park Rabbi Mann 8:00 PM

Wednesday Tzurba - Hilchot Shabbat Yeshivat Or Chaim Rabbi Thau 7:00 AM

Men's Contemporary Halacha Clanton Park Rabbi Mann 8:00 PM

Thursday Tanach: Sefer Melachim Zoom Rabbi Horovitz 1:30 PM

Tanach: The book of Yehoshua Zoom R' Rakovsky 10:00 AM

Thursday
Mishmar Men's Tzurba m'Rabanan Shomrai Shabbos Rabbi Turtel 8:00 PM

Mizrachi Mishmar BAYT (Milevsky-Mizrachi) Rabbi Thau 8:00 PM

March 3 Porim Event BAYT BMZD speakers 8:00 PM

March 10 Medical Ethics ZOOM Rabbi Akiva Danzinger 7:00 PM
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Who is Yitro and what is his relationship to Moshe?1.
Why does Yitro come to visit Moshe and Bnei Yisrael in the desert?2.
What significant event takes place on Har Sinai in this parsha?3.
What do Bnei Yisrael do in order to prepare for Matan Torah?4.
What is the first of the Ten Commandments?5.
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Answers:
1. Yitro is a Midianite priest and Moshe’s father-in-law.
2.Yitro visits to bring Moshe’s wife and sons back to him and
to offer korbanot to Hashem.
3.Bnei Yisrael received the Ten Commandments directly from
Hashem at Har Sinai.
4. Bnei Yisrael purify themselves to prepare for Matan Torah.
5.  “Anochi Hashem Elokecha” – I am Hashem your G-d.

Maggidei Shiur


