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Book of Our Heritage p. 138-144

ON A HAIR-BREADTH

When Boaz died immediately after his marriage to Ruth,
darkness descended upon the world, and the light of the
Messiah was covered. There were many who said : It is not
God’s desire that Moab’s seed should mingle with the seed
of the elect among Israel. Ruth, they said, had caused the
death of Boaz. And the son she would bear from him —
if she were to bear one — would perhaps be illegitimate.

For the Halachah which allowed the women of Moab,
to marry into the community of Israel, had not yet been
firmly established in Israel, and there were many who
protested against it. If you will examine the Megilah of
Ruth, you will find that from the time when Ruth’s pregnancy
is mentioned, till the end, the Elders, and all the others
who were mentioned earlier — at the time of Ruth’s
marriage to Boaz — ‘vanish’ completely. Even Ruth, Oved’s
mother, is no longer mentioned. From now on only the
neighboring women concern themselves with the newborn

child — who, out of compassion, as it were, sought to
cover up Ruth’s part in this child — ‘There is born a son
to Naomi...” (not to Ruth). It is they who give the child
a name, in an effort to hearten Naomi. For the Halachah in
the matter hung, as it were, on a hair-breadth. None knew
how to decide the Halachah with certainty except for God
Himself, Who alone knew that this Halachah was valid :
that the actions of Boaz and Ruth were for the sake of
Heaven, and for the sake of revealing the light of the
Messiah.

Oved grew to adulthood and all saw him to be righteous.
Their courage revived, and they said : If he were illegitimate,
Heaven forbid, it would not have been possible for him
to be as righteous and holy as he is.

This view was further strengthened after Ishai was born,
and all saw that he was completely pure, without the slightest
taint of evil. Then they said : The Divine Spirit spoke
through Boaz and the Elders, who permitted Ruth to enter
into the congregation of the Lord. They did act in accord
with the Torah.

Subsequently, there were born to Ishai six sons — and
in all of Beit Lechem none were as righteous and pure as
they : Heroes in the strength of the Torah, and possessed
in full measure of every goodly portion found in the world.
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There was now a triple cord : Oved, Ishai, Eliav and his
brothers — this cord would not snap. Whoever was doubtful
earlier said in his heart : one must never despair in the
face of calamity. Now that three generations were born in
purity and holiness, it was clear to all that the entire house
of Ishai was pure and without blemish. From him the
anticipated light within Yehudah, would come forth.
Till...David was born and ‘a cloud of darkness covered the
heaven,” such as there never had been. And again no one
knew where the light was hidden, except for God alone.
This last ‘covering’ came before the great revelation.
Therefore it was a denser covering than all which had

preceded it. God took the light of the Messiah and covered
it from every living eye. In deep darkness, He hid the light.

‘THE LORD SAID THAT HE WOULD DWELL
IN THE THICK DARKNESS’

The Sages have said of Tshai, David’s father, that in his
old age, he became doubtful of his status — because of
his great fear of the slightest taint of sin. He thought :
Heaven forbid, perhaps the decision of my grandfather
Boaz and his Beit Din did not correspond accurately to the
true Halachah. Perhaps I am illegitimate, and I am prohibited
from entering the congregation of the Lord. How can I
dwell with my wife, who is a legitimate daughter of Israel.
While I — perhaps I am a Moabite ?

Before this dreadful doubt rose in Ishai’s heart, six sons
and two daughters had already been born to him. What
could avail to rectify the past ? But the way of the wicked
is not the way of the righteous. The way of the wicked is
not to fear sin. And if they do fear it, it is the ensuing penalty
that they fear. If they see themselves excessively immerséd
in sin, they no longer forsake sin out of fear of punishment.

The righteous, however, are different since their essential
fear is of sin rather than of penalty. Therefore, even when
they see themselves as having committed transgression, and
they find that they can no longer rectify its past effects,
they nevertheless do not add in the slightest to their earlier
misdeeds.
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Ishai went and separated himself from his wife. He
remained separated from her for many years, and his sons
knew...

Since Ishai was great in righteousness, he realized: God
did not create His world for naught, He fashioned it to be
inhabited. And it is not proper for a person to dwell without
a wife. What did he do ? After many years of separation
from his wife, he took a Canaanite maidservant who had
been part of his household and he said to her : “You are
conditionally freed: if I am permitted to enter the con-
gregation of the Lord, your liberation is valid, and you are
my wife in accord with the laws of Moshe and Israel. But
if I am prohibited from entering the congregation of the
Lord, your liberation is not valid, and you remain permitted
to a Moabite.

Ishai’s wife, who was herself pure and righteous, suffered
great anguish over the fact that her righteous husband was
separated from her, and she was desirous of again bearing
children from him. The maidservant saw her anguish, and
said to her: ‘Do with me as Leah did with her sister Rachel,’
and Ishai’s wife came in the place of the maidservant. She
sanctified herself, and prayed to God. God answered her
prayers : she conceived. And it was of God, that Ishai should
not know of the change. Within three months his sons saw
that their mother had conceived, and they said to their
father Ishai: ‘See, our mother is with child by harlotry.
We wish to slay her, together with the unborn one who is
within her !’

At that time, Ishai felt terrible anguish, and his heart
was as if dead within him. And thus did he say to his sons :

‘Let her give birth. And do not arouse slander against
yourselves. Let the child be abhorred, and let him be a
servant to you.’” He wanted thereby to prevent David from
mingling with the people of Israel, (despite the failure to

publicize the ‘illegitimacy’).

The child who was born from this conception was David.
Of this David said :‘T was estranged from my brothers :’
— (they considered me a bastard). ‘And I was alien to the

sons of my mother :* (they suspected her of harlotry).
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SUFFERINGS OF LOVE AND REJOICING

Suffering is difficult to bear: not everyone merits the
ability to accept pain with love. Some rebel against their
agonies and murmur against God’s ways. Some are brought
by pain to an even worse end ; if they are persecuted and kept
at a distance by everybody, they flee from their God also,
and completely forsake the source of their lives. In such
cases pain becomes a stumbling block and leads to denial
of God. And it is the way of people who are frail and weak,
that they are incapable of withstanding suffering.

David however was the greatest hero of all the generations.

What was his strength, that he was able to withstand
suffering more than any person on earth ?

God placed him at the midpoint of all the generations, so
that he should be able to bear upon himself all the preceding
generations and all those following till his power would
be revealed at the End-of-Days — like the center beam
which holds aloft the entire ceiling.

The sons of the tribe of Yehudah were well trained. From
the morning of their childhood, they possessed fullness of
strength and wisdom. Go and learn from Yehudah, the head
of the tribe. In twenty-two years three generations came
forth from Yehudah: his own sons: Er, Onan and Shelah;
Peretz and Zerach, the sons of Yehudah by Tamar who
should have become Shelah’s wife as a widow of the elder
brothers; Chetzron and Chamul, the sons of Peretz.

Likewise do you find concerning Calev the son of Yefuneh
and his progeny: Chur, Uri, Betzalel (when they were
only seven or eight years old, children were already born to
them). When Betzalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur, the son
of Calev was only thirteen years old, the Lord had filled
him with sufficient wisdom, insight and knowledge, to build
God’s Tabernacle, in accord with God’s design. Likewise,
they were not subject to the effects of old age, as are all others.
Till the end of their days, they were like lions in strength.
All the more was this true of David, who was the elect of
the tribe and its essence.

David was still an infant, and he already understood his
destiny. While yet in the crib, his mother whispered into
his ears: You are pure my son, sanctified from the womb,
and your mother is likewise. Let not your heart fall during
the sufferings which await you. Accept them with love and
trust in God — you will never be shamed... and David
listened and understood. ..



He grew up, and his eyes saw the separation which existed
between his brothers and himself. He understood and accepted
it with love.

The Sages have said that Ishai was the greatest of his
generation. Wherever he entered, masses of Jews came to
welcome him, and masses went out to accompany him.

Ishai’s seven sons all went in the way of their father,
and were noble as he was, and they too were highly regarded
by all their people. They went everywhere with their father,
and their honor was also great. Only young David was not
with them. They kept him at a distance and abhorred him.
But he knew why they did so, their intentions were for
the sake of Heaven. In the recesses of his heart, he loved
them nevertheless. For he said, it is not me whom they abhor,
but only sin, and indeed, sin is as abhorred in my eyes as
in theirs.

Everyone saw that David’s brothers kept him at a distance,

and they said: ‘There is some secret matter here — there
is evil in the house of Ishai...’

Since there was none among the people who knew why
David was kept at a distance from his entire household,
they began to imagine many things about him, of which
he was not guilty. And they piled accusations upon him ;
at first doubtfully, and when there was none to deny them,
the doubts became certainty. Till all Israel ‘knew’ that he
was ‘evil, and there was no longer anyone who hesitated
to cast dishonor upon David. For everybody said : by
shaming David we honor the house of Ishai. Since he is
hated by those who know him closely, we certainly have
the right to do so.

Kept at a distance from his home, isolated from his
people, David found rich pasture and flowing water for
his soul — which thirsted for God — in the wilderness to
which he fled, in quest of God’s nearness. There, none
knew him and none saw him.
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R’ Shimshon Raphael Hirsch

The manner in which David conceived of his own role and that of

his songs is expressed in his “last words’

" which have been preserved for us

in the Second Book of Samuel (23:1-7). Here he views the significance of
his own gift as a singer and the part to be played by his descendants in the
advancement of the universal salvation on earth which will come to pass
in the far distant future. In Verses 2 and 3 David declares the ultimate victory
of the righteous and the fear of the Lord among mankind to be the main
content of the message for the dissemination of which God had imbued him
with His spirit and entrusted His word to his lips. It is a future which, as

David states in Verse 4, will dawn as a

pure and cloudless morning of the

nations only when the seeds of salvation nestled within the soil of mankind
will have been brought to maturity through the alternation of joy and sorrow
even as the grain is ripened by means of alternating sunshine and rain. For
(Verse 5) the importance of his dynasty, established and maintained by
God, extends far beyond the immediate present. God has established with
him a covenant belonging to eternity which remains ready and preserved at
all times although David’s salvation and that of all the others striving after
God has not yet visibly sprouted forth in our own day. But everything that
is base and evil (Verse 6-7) is as a rootless thorn which the wind can drive
away and which, therefore, need not be plucked out by human hands. Of
course, if a human power would have to fight against evil, that power would
have to gird itself with spears and iron armor. But evil men will perish
through the fire of God's rule, even though Divine sovereignty seems to

remain in repose and at rest.

In this, the last spiritual testament of David, lies the true key to the
Psalms, and we therefore wish to quote it here both in its original text and

in the translation:

1II SAMUEL

1) And these are the last words of
David. Thus says David, the son of
Yishai, and thus speaks the man raised
on high as the anointed of the God of
Jacob and the sweet singer of Israel.

2) The spirit of the Lord spoke
through me, and His Word was upon
my tongue.

3) But the God of Israel said it;
the Rock of Israel spoke to me; the
righteous shall prevail amongst men,
prevail through the fear of God.

4) Bright as morning light the sun
shall rise; even before, from sunshine,
from rain, the plant springs up from
the soil.

5) For not so is my house with
God, for He has established with me
an everlasting covenant. Therein pre-
pared in all things and secure [are]
my salvation and mankind’s striving,
though as yet He does not make it
grow.

6) But the worthless, they are all
as thorns, driven away, for one re-
moves them not by force;

7) Were a man forced to touch
them, he would need arm himself
with iron and the spear; instead, in
fire are they burned, burned [while
He remains] at rest.
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The great example of David had also inspired men of kindred spirit,
such as the Koraides, Assaph, Heman and Ethan, to emulate him, and songs
of Divine inspiration penned by them have also been incorporated into the
Book of Psalms. Like David, they, too, were filled with the awareness of
the destiny and task of their people, of the future goals of mankind and of
the lofty importance of their own people for the fulfillment of this énd.
Their spirit, even as that of David, meditated upon all the long road of trials
and sorrows which their pcople would have to cover among the nations until
they would reach that goal. Their spirit accompanies Israel, as it were, with
the quickening notes of their words of song. The spirit of David pervades
all their psalms whose content is primarily of import to the nation as a whole.

This collection also contains several psalms by Moses, as well as

one by King Solomon.
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Rav Amnon Bazak Shiur 5a: Authorship of the Books of the Prophets and Writings

Opinions are similarly divided concerning the authorship of Sefer Tehillim. In
the beraita quoted above, Chazal maintain that King David wrote the book, "through (or 'incorporating’)
ten elders,” and the list includes ten individuals, some of whom lived earlier than David, while others
were his contemporaries:

"Adam, and Malki-Tzedek, and Avraham, and Moshe, and Heiman, and Yedutun, and Asaf,
and the three sons of Korach."

Rashi comments: "He wrote the things which these elders had said, for they lived before him, and
some lived in his own period."

According to Rashi, David was not only the author of some of the psalms in Sefer Tehillim, but
also the redactor of the book, collating psalms that had been uttered by others — some in previous
generations, some in his own generation.

Midrash Shir Ha-shirim cites other opinions:

"Ten people uttered the Book of Tehillim: Adam, Avraham, Moshe, David, Shlomo -
concerning these five there is no argument. Concerning the other five there is disagreement
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between Rav and Rabbi Yochanan. Rav counts Asaf, Heiman, Yedutun individually, and the
three sons of Korach as one, and Ezra. Rabbi Yochanan counts Asaf and Heiman and Yedutun
as one and the three sons of Korach individually, and Ezra." (Shir Ha-shirim Rabba, parasha 4,
1, 4).

Attention should be paid to two central differences between these sources. First, according to
the midrash above, the general idea is not that David wrote what ten people had said, but rather that
"ten people uttered Sefer Tehillim,” and David is listed as one of them, and is one of the five individuals
whose identity is agreed upon unanimously. Second, the midrash also counts Ezra among the authors
of psalms — in other words, there are psalms that were included in Sefer Tehillim after the time of
David. Indeed, this would seem to be borne out by the text itself, since there are a number of psalms
which describe exile and destruction, the most famous of them being chapter 137 — "By the rivers of
Babylon."19

A third opinion concerning the authorship of Sefer Tehillim appears in Rav Sa'adia Gaon's
commentary, which attributes the entire work to David, awarding no status to the ten elders mentioned
in the beraita:

"The entire Book is a prophecy that was prophesied by David, just as the entire Jewish people
unanimously refers to it as the 'songs of David'; likewise, in many sources it is attributed to
him... And even though one might think that it also contains prophecies or psalms of others,
in addition to David — such as Asaf, and Heiman, and Yedutun, and Eitan, and Moshe the man
of God, and others — one must know that it is not so. Rather there is nothing in it that was not
of David... And since this is clear, Yedutun is mentioned along with David in some places only
to tell us that that psalm was a prophecy of David, yet named after Yedutun; Yedutun is a
partner together with Asaf, and the sons of Korach, and Heiman — all the participants in the
name of that psalm declare it and sing it together. But the psalm,l11 ‘A prayer unto Moshe the
man of God,' is a song that was conveyed to the sons of Moshe who lived at the time of David,
in order that they could sing it..." (Rav Sa'adia Gaon's introduction to his Commentary on Sefer
Tehillim, Kapach edition, pp. 28-29)

In Rav Sa'adia Gaon's view, Sefer Tehillim in its entirety was composed solely by David, and
was uttered through prophecy. While this opinion is certainly representative of and integral to a broader
philosophical context,22 it is clear that Rav Sa'adia Gaon, too, did not regard the view of
the beraita quoted above as binding.

The impression arising from these sources is that the beraita in Bava Batra does not represent
a tradition that was accepted unanimously, and that there are authorities who differed — both in later
sources among Chazal, and also amongst medieval commentators

9 Rashbam adopts this approach in his commentary on Tehillim, which was only recently discovered,
and parts of which were published by A. Mondshein in his article, "Al Gilui ha-Perush ha-'Avud' shel
Rashbam le-Sefer Tehillim," Tarbiz 79 1, 5770-5771, pp. 91-141. Inter alia, Rashbam argues that
some of the "songs of ascent" (shirei ha-ma'alot), such as chapters 120 and 123, were composed in
Babylonian exile, or at the beginning of the Second Temple Period. See ibid. pp. 130, 133.

1 psalm 70.

12 As part of his dispute with the Karaites. See U. Simon, Arba Gishot le-Sefer Tehillim — mi-RaSaG
ve-ad Ibn Ezra, Ramat Gan 5742, pp. 17-24.
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Rav Schwab Haggadah (Introduction to Hallel)

Since composers’ names are not mentioned in the titles of the six
mizmorim that comprise our Hallel, as is the case with many other
mizmorim of Tehillim (e.g., "12Y 701 NP %22 AONT N0, M1V Vi),
there is a question as to who composed them. According to one opin-
ion in the Gemara (Pesachim 117a), David HaMelech composed them.
According to another opinion in the Gemara, Hallel originated at the
time of yetzias Mitzrayim after the miracle of the splitting of the Yam
Suf: D1 12 1YY NYY2 IMIHNR HNTWN YN, Moshe and the Jewish people
said it[Hallel] at the time they emerged from the Sea. The Navi Yeshaya-
hu refers to a song that was sung by the Jewish people on the night

of yetzias Mitzrayim, 3 ¥IRDHN 222 032 M YN, This song will be to
you as the one that was sung on the night of the sanctification of the
festival (Yeshayahu 30:29). The Gemara tells us that this was the Hal-
lel that was sung by the Jewish people when they brought the first kor-
ban pesach when the Exodus from Egypt was imminent. This opinion,
that Hallel originated much earlier than the time of David HaMelech,
is supported by the Gemara'’s rhetorical question: 3NY YNI¥ WIN
NPY N N 1A% VYY) DN NN, Is it possible [that throughout
history, before David HaMelech], the Jewish people slaughtered their
korban pesach and held their lulavim and did not say shirah, praise?
One could say that both opinions are true. Beginning with yetzias
Mitzrayim, the Jewish people expressed their thanks to Hakadosh Ba-
ruch Hu with various songs of praise, Hallel, for the miraculous events
in their history. And so it was throughout history for hundreds of years.
However, later, David HaMelech redacted and grouped these various
songs of praise into the six mizmorim from Psalms 113 through 118,
which collectively are called Hallel. He incorporated them into Sefer
Tehillim, and Hallel has been recited in this form ever since then.
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Book of Our Heritage p. 144-145

Kept at a distance from his home, isolated from his
people, David found rich pasture and flowing water for
his soul — which thirsted for God — in the wilderness to
which he fled, in quest of God’s nearness. There, none
knew him and none saw him.

How many obstacles and stumbling blocks does a person
have who is among his people, when he seeks to cleave to

his God.

Distractions stand in the way, and the eyes cannot see
clearly. He is either distracted through the love which people
show him, or through their enmity. When is he to be free
entirely to learn God’s statutes and judgements, in order
to cleave to Him. Since all of David’s days were spent in the
wilderness, he was ‘free’ from their hatred. He was free of
their distractions, and saved from their eyes. All of his heart
and flesh yearned for God alone. God was his father and
also a brother and a friend. All human pleasures in civiliza-
tion elsewhere, were as naught to him. What were they,
in comparison to David’s pleasure over the glow of the

Divine Presence — over His goodness and loving kindness
in the wilderness. There, no stranger could interfere and
no human eye could see him. Therefore, ‘it was good for v 719 D'7an

WHY my™3 27w (RY)

me that I was afflicted, in order that I might learn Your | = ‘TRH
statutes.’

David rejoiced in his sufferings at the hands of man and
gave thanks for them. For, were it not for those sufferings,
he would not have achieved such intense cleaving and
passionate devotion to the loving God.

How beautiful is the wilderness! Its heavens above and its
grains of sand below, its every thorn and thistle — all join
David in song and praise to the God above. No sound or
echo is heard of any voice other than the voice of song.

How pleasant are the crevices and caves there, when a
man enters them. All existence vanishes from sight, and the:
radiance of the Divine Presence alone fills the eye.

How sweet is thirst in the wilderness — where it becomes
transformed into thirst for the Word of the Living God.
To God, the soul thirsts, to Him flesh yearns. And the soul
persists in praise till it is sated — for His loving-kindness
is better than life !
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How joyous are the darknesses of the wilderness and the
chill of its nights, in which God is revealed to David, and
the night becomes lit up for him.

Therefore, ‘You have done good with your servant and
if I forget, and ask another good of You, do not hear me —
O Lord — in accord with Your Word (and not with my

word), do with me!’ (Tehilim 119).

Rav Schwab Haggadah

««§ Introduction to 'N ¥Ry’ 2 »NIANN

In this psalm, David HaMelech is referring not only to his own life’s
trials and tribulations, but he is also referring to those of the entire Jew-
ish nation, as he so often does in Tehillim. David said earlier, *p N2 NNV
DRy D31 93, | bear in my bosom [the travails] of the many nations (ibid.
89:51). This means that he bears the suffering of the Jewish nation
as if it would be his own personal pain. In the present chapter, David
gazes prophetically down through the ages, and he sees his people
in great existential danger many times before the final Geulah, »»99N
NN () 1Y ONNYD YIRY MM Mn 2an, Even if the bonds of death
were wrapped around me and the straits of the grave had found me...
He sees that in such times, the nation would turn to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu to save them, >¥9) VYN "N MN NXIPN N OYN, And | would call out
in the Name of Hashem: “Save me!” And in the end, >3 »20017 >Y9) YNV
"9y Y3 'n, Return, my soul, to your tranquility. He rests assured that
the nation would miraculously survive by God’s mercy. 18 ' yan
on WX, Hashem is gracious and righteous, our God is merciful,
notwithstanding all the nation’s existential dangers throughout its galus

history. The main concern of the Jewish nation in galus is its survival.
No matter the circumstances, the survival of the Jewish nation in the
face of all odds has been realized time and again throughout the ages,
MTH 23 NN NYRT 10 OPY NN NN PUN NN ¥, For You have rescued
my soul from death, my eyes from fear, my foot from slipping. But mere
survival is not sufficient; David expresses the tefillah, 'n 395 790N, that
we may merit to walk before Hashem, living a life that is in accordance
with His will, ©»ni nis w3, in this physical world until the final Geulah.

Artscroll Psalms p. 303

v'P 719 D'7an

-0y n°ipy 21y (70)
77272 PiPT 97w

Although some psalms are ascribed to ten other authors, they composed their songs merely as
personal recollections. It was David who rewrote all of them so that they would relate to the

souls of all men at all times.
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Me’am Lo’ez

INTRODUCTION

Tehillim—the Book of Psalms—has accompanied the Jewish people
in every age, providing the Jew with solace for his soul in times of
darkness and trouble. Like a beacon of light it illumines his spiritual
path.

Everything the Jewish people were to go through in the course of
their history: the moments and conditions of light and joy and the long
spells of darkness, suffering and exile—all these King David himself
went through in the course of his life and gave expression to them in
the Psalms. When hunted by Saul and his men, he fled into the wilderness
to wander from place to place sceking a safe haven, and he never ceased
praying to God for deliverance. Generations later, his pleas became
Israel’s prayers for redemption from their bitter exile. Through Tehillim
his distress came to reflect their distress, his joys and exultations in
cleaving to God became their songs of joy and faith and cieaving to the
light of the Divine Presence. The Book of Psalms was their mouth and
David was their maestro, their devout messenger on high. Through his
piety and faith, his righteousness and broken heart, his strength and
endurance, his trust in God’s salvation and in the power of divinely
inspired song—in all these ways David expressed through the psalms the
Jjoys and sorrows of his people through his own joys and sorrows. When
he pleaded for himself, he pleaded for the entire nation, for he knew
his people intimately. In his darkest moments, David did not despair. He
trusted in the words spoken by Samuel when anointing him for kingship,
certain that they would come true. Likewise, the Jewish people did not
lose all hope. Even in the darkest moments of their exile they prayed
m perfect faith for the redemption. The individual Jew always found
consolation in this “book of song™ by the “sweet singer of Israel” who
spoke his inspired words when the Holy Spirit rested upon him.

In his introduction to the Book of Psalms, R. Joseph Chayun writes:
King David composed the Book of Tehillim after he had so perfected
himself that the Holy Spirit rested upon him. As it says, “Now these
are the last words of David. David son of Jesse said, and the man
who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the
Sweet Singer of Israel, said: The spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and
His word is on my tongue™ (2 Samuel 23:1,2). The scripture mentions

that he was “the son of Jesse.” Jesse the tzaddik was the rock out of
which he was hewn, a seed of royalty, of the tribe of Judah whom God
had chosen as a prince over Israel. As it says, “For He had chosen
Judah to be the ruler” (1 Chronicles 28:4). David was “the man who
was raised up high,” wise in the wisdom of the Torah and hf,ad of the
Sanhedrin. As it says, “He sat when sitting as the wise, chief among
the captains” (2 Samuel 23:8). He was the wisest among them. He was
“the anointed of the God of Jacob,” to teach us that he did not become
king on his own, but was anointed with the sacred oil at the command
of God. He is called “the sweet singer of Isracl” because he composed
this Book of Psalms for the Jewish people. They should sing hymns and
praises to God. The psalms were also chanted in the Beit HaMikdash.
Were it not for David, we would be unable to properly chant hymns
and sing to our Creator. David possessed the gift of proghecy. ﬁe
attained to so lofty a planc that the Holy Spirit rested upon him, Wth'h
is a degree of prophecy—*“The spirit of the Lord spoke to me, and His
word is on my tongue.” Thus he was able to compose his psalms.
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The intended uses of the Book of Psalms

David’s first aim was to provide a collection of hymns for the Levites
to sing during the sacred service in the Beit HaMikdash. As it says, “But
the Levites will do the service of the Tent of Meeting” (Numbers 18:23);
“He will minister in the name of the Lord his God, as all his brethren
the Levites do who stand there before the Lord” (Deuteronomy 18:7).
What is the meaning “‘to minister in the name of the Lord™? It is to
serve God through song. Principally it means vocal song. However,
some Levites, and also Israelites of high lineage, played instruments:
lyres, flutes, harps and timbrels. In addition, they played the various
instruments mentioned in the Book of Psalms: Neginot, Neginot, Gitit,
Machilat, Sheminit, Shoshanim, Edot, Nechilot and Alamot. Whenever
some instrument is mentioned in a psalm, it means that the chanting
of this psalm was to be accompanicd by the playing of that particular
musical instrument. For instance, when it says, “For the Conductor;
upon the Gitit. A psalm of David” (v. 8:1), it means that this psalm was
to be accompanied by the music of the Gitit—only the Gitit.

The Midrash says that David composed the five books of Tehillim
to correspond to the Five Books of the Torah. For while Moses was
highest in prophecy, David was highest in kingship, and everything
Moses accomplished, David also accomplished. Because it is meaningless
to study Torah without fear of God, David came along to teach fear
of God by means of the Book of Psalms. For this reason they are
both called good leaders of their people. Furthermore, David fortified
the Torah of Moscs in his day by instituting special “‘watches” for
observance of the Torah, and he urged others to set up watches, fixed
times, for Torah study and the reciting of psalms at night. Moses died
on a Sabbath and also David died on a Sabbath. The Five Books
were given by the hand of Moses, and in the Book of Psalms David
fortified the Torah of Moses.

The sages teach that the Book of Psalms was composed by ten Elders:
Adam, Malchitzedek, Abraham, Moses, Heiman, Yedutun, Asaph, and
the three sons of Korah.

They also teach: R. Eliezer says that all the hymns and praises
were composed by David about himself. R. Joshua says that they
were composed about the people. The Chachamim say that some are
about the people and some are about himself. Those that appear in the
singular form are about himself, and those that appear in the plural
form are about the people. The Book also contains psalms composed
by Adam, for instance, “A psalm. A song for the Sabbath day” (92).
Malchitzedek composed “A psalm. Said the Lord, the Master” (110);
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‘/‘\braham composed “Maskil, to Eitan HaEzrahi” (89); Moses composed

A prayer of Moses, the man of God” (90), plus another ten psalms that
follow it, up to “Lovingkindness and Judgment I will sing” (101).
Asaph wrote the psalms containing his name, and similarly for Heiman
and Yedutun. All three lived in David’s time, as it says in the Book
of Chronicles, “And David and the captains of the host separated for
the service certain of the sons of Asaph, and of Heiman, and of Yedutun
who should prophesy with lyres, with lutes, and with cymbals,” etc.
(I Chronicles 25:1). The sons of Korah composed the psalms named
after them. All the other psalms were composed by David, and in
pmost of them his name is mentioned. Yet, in some of his psalms there
is no mention of his name, for instance, “Happy are those who walk
with integrity” (119).

According to tradition, Jacob recited psalms during all the twenty
years he remained in the house of Laban. All the years that Joseph was
n Egypt he devoted time to recite psalms every day. R. Meir says that all
the psalms were spoken by David, as it says, “The prayers of David son
of ersse are ended” (v. 72:20). According to this view, when it says,
for instance, “For the Conductor; (a psalm) of the sons of Korah,”
it means that David assigned them the role of chanting the particular
psalm.

Basically, the psalms are prayers offered by David concerning all
that would befall the Jewish people in exile, both as regards their
spiritual and their material welfare. As already noted, this is the meaning
of all the troubles that beset him personally, and through his prayers he
would always intercede for his pcople. When therefore a Jew recites the
psalms it is as if they were being uttered by David himself. David prayed
that his own lips should move in the grave whenever psalms are recited.

The author of Shnei Luchot HaBrit (‘“‘the She’loh”) writes: Anyone
whose soul desires to cleave to the Holy One, blessed be He, let him
cling to the Book of Psalms.

David prayed that his psalms be recited in synagogues and houses
of study, for they contain everything. When one recites the psalms,
he is offering a prayer and he is also studying Torah, in accordance
with David’s wish that anyone reciting the psalms be considered as if
he were studying the most difficult subject matter in the Talmud (and
be rewarded accordingly).
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