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mis 7109 in T2 relates that qov’s descendants will ultimately be the “flame” that

burns the “straw” that is ywy’s descendants. In fact, this nXy21 was apy>’s signal that he can return to
Yy without his family being in danger.2 What exactly is the symbolism of the flame, and why will that
flame be the one to destroy Yoy in the future? After all, it’s smaller than the fire!

Fire is a unique substance, in that when it “gives”, it doesn’t lose anything. If | were to give
you money, | by definition lose that money, while the original fire is just as strong after it gives over
the flame as it was before. apy», the father, is compared to the original fire, which ignites the flame
that is o, the son. The role of the parent is to give of their fire and the fire of "7 n to their children
by dint of passing on the n7yon. By doing so, the parent is 0»”pn the principle of 5T Rnw N
5RN N9 Nandw RAnw 7,2 which means that one has to light the candle until the flame can go up
(increase its light) on its own (without adjusting the wicks). When parents give a child the ability to grow
independently, the child can soar to new heights on his own. He may go so far as to surpass the point
his parents had in mind, and perhaps even surpass the point that the parents themselves are at. While
this can be a bit off-putting to a parent, if they truly love their kids, they will take pride in anything
and everything that they become, without any ounce of jealousy.*

When going through the nyn) in naw that discuss NN, the X1y takes an interesting path.
Before going into why we celebrate the an (as the n”an3 and 7Y MYV begin NN MaYN), the RN
begins with the 77 of what we can use to light 1511 n19). A simple reason for this is because the Rn)
was previously discussing materials for naw ny1), making this a natural segway. However, there is a
deeper understanding here. The X1 then goes into the X310 of 1Y Mpr PR NNad, what happens
when the 121N Ny go out. This is followed by the time to light N3N M), the best way to light
(1770110 11 1773771), and where to put the NN M. After all of these ma%n, the Xn3 finally discusses
the story of 21N, and what the »n is all about. By taking this apart piece by piece, when we ultimately
approach the 820 of N3N '8N, hopefully we will have a greater appreciation of this unique .

There are some materials that are disqualified from use for N3N Ny due to their being
malodorous or inferior, which would cause the light to go out before it is supposed to. When the
parents give the wrong tools to their children, they cannot properly shine and give their light to others.
The Rn3 proceeds to tell us two D2>7; we are not required to relight the candles should they go out,
and we are not allowed to get benefit from their light. However, we must put enough oil in to give the
candle the potential to last the required amount of time. If we try to pass on our light, and the wick
catches fire, we have done our part, provided that we have given enough for the light to last on its
own.s MYRN NYIY NANYY RANW TY YT RNINW 1Y, it’s only considered to have been lit if it has the
ability to perpetuate its light.

The next X210 of the X1y is when the mixn of lighting N3N ny71 applies. The X913 phrases
this as pYwn 11 Y37 NYonw 7Y, until people leave the marketplace. This is because there is an 171y of
RD” MDY, publicizing the miracle. We then discuss the best way to light. There is a level of WX 7
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5 See last week’s piece entitled “Nurtural, Natural, and Supernatural” for further elaboration
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1123, where one person per household lights one candle every night. However, the best way to light
is 37NN 0 paTn. This is where everyone participates in the lighting. Within patnnn 0 paTin,
there is a Nn15NN as to how to do it best. *8NW n>a hold that we start with 8 candles on the first night,
and work our way down to one candle on the last night, while Y571 n»a say we work our way up, lighting
one candle on the first night, and ending with eight on the last night. This is based on the principle of
PTIN RN WNPa PYn; when dealing with nwyTp, we always increase, and aspire to reach higher
levels. Finally, the 83103 tells us Yynan 1ma nna Yy nnnanb nixn, we have to put the n1an outside in
front of our houses. These three concepts illustrate that in 72°n, we want to be able to add the lights
as the night is starting, so the light can illuminate the otherwise dark world. The ideal way to light is to
have as many lights as possible, getting the most amount of people involved, and always striving for
greater heights. 7’1 is not necessarily v9°an% DR 123, but can also be 11%YY 0IR 122. We can be and
need to be 7ann ourselves as well; after all, *5 ' 5 "R PR DR? After we make ourselves into the best
possible version we can be, we then display that image for the entire world to see while still connected
to the n»a, the source of everything we have.

Now that we’ve developed the background, the question can be addressed: n31In *Rn? It is no
coincidence that the word n21n is similar to the word 711'n; after all, the 17 is compared to light,$
and n211n is the holiday that celebrates the archetypal n7y0n, the na Yyaw n7In. In order to internalize
what n51n is about, we need to internalize what we are about. We are a nation not known for its
physical prowess (as we say in 00’10 YY), but rather as a people connected to generations past and
future through one thing, and that is the n1In. We are constantly under the threat of our enemies, yet
we have proven that no matter what, we can and will remain steadfast in our harrowed heritage. While
this n21n specifically may be more in the home than ever, perhaps we can capitalize on this opportunity
that much more. The Ry says that in a N1ovn NYW, we can put the N30 on the table, which is
compared to the narn.” Just as the narn was 9951 for our M72ay, so too now our tables are 7951 by
inviting oy to eat with us. We may not be able to do that in the current situation, but if we look at
our narn and NN, with all of the symbolism behind it, we can be 121t to a NYIR), where we take our
flames and finally destroy the YWy n»a, enabling us to celebrate a n’an non. To conclude with a
familiar message from the N3N candles, NT0 1912 DNN D P2 1MIARY DD NVYY.
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