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In presenting the seventh chapter of Melachim I as our haftorah for the second Shabbat

Chanukah, the sages* introduce us to a story of three men with near-identical names, as well as a

moral lesson of broad sweep and penetrating depth.

Huram, Hiram and Hirom

And Huram, King of Tyre, wrote to Solomon: “Because God
loves His nation, He made you king upon them.” And Huram
said: “Blessed be HaShem, God of Israel, who created the
heavens and the earth and gave King David a wise son who
possessed intellect and understanding, who would build a
house for God and a house for his reign. I have now sent you a
knowledgeable, understanding man, my master craftsman*®
Huram. He is the son of a woman from Dan and his father is a
man of Tyre; he knows how to work in gold, silver, brass, iron,
stone, wood, purple wool, blue wool, linen and crimson, and to
engrave any engraving and to design any design which would
be given to him, along with your wise men and the wise men of
David your father.”

Divrei haYamim IT 2:10-13

* Megilah 31a
 Rashi, among others, renders this as “my father’s craftsman.”
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So far, then, King Huram* of Tyre has sent King Shlomo a brilliant craftsman who shares the
name Huram. As the Malbim notes, this occurred at the start of the construction of the Beit
haMikdash.

Melachim I mentions another, similarly-named craftsman:

And King Solomon sent and took Hiram from Tyre. He was D71 DR 1PN 75w Tona 0w
the son of a widow from the tribe of Naftali, and his father was | >?N53 0RR XY 07K AWK 12 :7%0
a man of Tyre, a brassworker. He was filled with knowledge DR X721 NWAI W0 278 TR 1IN

MWY NYT DRI 331207 DRI 780050
7917 PR X127 DWRIR 7R 9
2INIRON 92 DR WY 7w

79-30:7 R 2R

and understanding and intelligence, to perform all of the tasks
involving brass. He came to King Solomon and performed all of
his tasks.

Melachim17:13-14

This Hiram is also from Tyre, but there are marked differences between this craftsman and the
previous craftsman sent by King Huram:
e The former craftsman worked in a range of materials; this one works only in brass;
e The former craftsman was sent at the start of the construction, while this one arrives at
the end;
e The former craftsman is described as the son of a woman from Dan; the latter
craftsman’s mother is from Naftali.

This second craftsman is also mentioned in the opening sentence of the Ashkenazi haftorah for
the second Shabbat Chanukah, albeit with the altered name of Hirom:*

And Hirom formed the sinks, shovels and basins, and DRI DO DRI N9 DR 21 WY
Hiram completed all the tasks he had performed for TR 93 DR MWY? 0701 997 MpTan
King Solomon in the house of God. 1 D2 Y Ton% awy WK
Melachim I 7:40 FR -

Why were two craftsmen, Huram and Hiram/Hirom, involved in building the Beit haMikdash?
Malbim explains that they were actually father and son:

It appears to me that when Divrei haYamim says that King D71 27272 NJW TR AR O
Hiram sent a written message to King Solomon, “Now I have 5w DR 2N32 070 TN 1OV
sent you,” that referred to the father of this Hiram, and his 2w PIR R AT L2 nmow Ay

RITY ,07°17 12 23 W M LT N
...1°1277 NPINa NX T9R DRA YW
AR TNOW [PV NN DOIW VA IR
sl tai7Bvivl7at R tat i ivisa B hin|
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name was also Hiram.** He was sent from the King of Tyre at
the start of construction... And he died after seven years, and
Solomon sent for his son. Regarding this it says, “And Solomon
sent and took Hiram from Tyre,” for the first came at the order

* Note that the king of Tyre’s name is sometimes presented as 077, Hiram. See, for example, Melachim I 5:13.

4 The Artscroll Stone Chumash (pg. 1212) errs in this regard, commenting on the haftarah, “Much of the Haftarah
describes the Temple vessels that were made by King Hiram of Tyre, a friend and collaborator of King Solomon.”
8 Malbim ignores the Hiram/Hirom/Huram variations throughout.
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of the King of Tyre and the second came because Solomon had aw HY K2 AW X TR NTIPo2
sent for him. He was the son of a widow from the tribe of AWK 12 7770 RPN 720 10w
Naftali, and she was a widow because her husband, Hiram, > IR AN 2001 70N TIN7R
had died. 19v2 07n nn
. "
Malbim to Melachim I 7:14 T:T R DN B

In sum, then, King Huram/Hiram sent a craftsman named Huram, who was succeeded by his
son Hiram/Hirom, to help build the Beit haMikdash.

The lessons of Hiram’s fascinating lineage

This story is about more than an odd interplay of names, though; both Melachim and Divrei
haYamim take pains to present us with the lineage of both craftsmen - the son of a woman from
Dan and a father from Tyre, and the son of a woman from Naftali and a father from Tyre. Why is
this information germane?

Rabbi Yochanan offered one answer:

How do we know that one should not diverge from his craft, and IMINNA QTR 7Y KW 11D
from the craft of his fathers? As it is written, “And King Solomon MW (MKW 21°N1AR MIIND)
sent and took Hiram from Tyre. He was the son of a widow from | 13 782 0N DX Mp™ 2w 7207

the tribe of Naftali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a 12X *7ND] AL KT AN AN
1 AR NN W0 00X WK

12 2XODAR 129001 ,77 NN TR
R fyielalutalokish
TV PO

brassworker.” We are taught, “His mother was from the family of
Dan,” and it is written, “Ahaliav, son of Achisamach from the
tribe of Dan.”

Erchin 16b

In other words: This craftsman is a matrilineal descendant of Ahaliav, who was also a craftsman.
The prophet stresses this lineage in order to teach us to continue the lines of our family
businesses.

Another midrashic approach, though, offers deeper moral guidance:

Great and small are equal before God. Betzalel was from | 5w 9R7X¥2 , 0100 °107 PIw 0P 21737
Yehudah and Ahaliav was from Dan, and he was paired | ') WX 12 M7 X3 772 2R°90R) 7707
with him. R’ Chanina said: Great and small are equal... 12 1WA ..OW TOPM T RN
The Mishkan was created by these two tribes. So was the MW TP 121 W1 19K D0
Beit haMikdash - Solomon from Yehudah, with MR TN 13 (7 R 22370) DM AT
Chiram, “the son of a widow from the tribe of Naftali.” 7'7:’:2? ;:37;3‘2
Sh’mot Rabbah 40:4 =

Betzalel and Ahaliav, the team responsible for construction of the original Mishkan, were the
products of opposite families. Betzalel descended from the royal clan of Yehudah, who was a son of
Leah. Ahaliav emerged from the tribe that travelled last, Dan, who was a son of Bilhah, Rachel’s
maidservant. The two men could not have hailed from more varied backgrounds, but together
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they built the first building on earth where God would be manifest and the Jewish people could
gather in worship.

Shlomo and the two Hirams, as the midrash notes, carried the same theme into the first Beit
haMikdash. Shlomo, the king from Yehudah, paired first with a descendant of Bilhah’s son
Naftali and then a descendant of Bilhah’s other son Dan to assemble the first permanent home
of HaShem. Indeed, Hiram of Dan and Betzalel of Yehudah are both described as being Divinely
invested with 71101 and 71112N, knowledge and wisdom; these traits can exist in anyone, regardless
of family history.

Abarbanel makes this point even stronger in his explanation of Hiram’s lineage. Regarding both
Hiram the elder and Hiram the younger, the prophet notes that their fathers were “men of
Tyre.” Noting that Tyre might simply refer to a geographic origin, Abarbanel then adds that
Hiram might actually have been a product of intermarriage:

It is possible to say that he was Tyrean from birth, | PYIW %3 , N7 N 77 RIIW 17 WHK

as the text suggests, and his wife was Jewish, and M 77202 17 ARW DT 07 INWRY L2000
she married him for some reason — because she 302 IR ANW NPAWIW 1AW *151 DX M0
had been taken captive, or for some other reason. DR
Abarbanel Melachim I7:14 TN DONR 21372N

This possibility underscores the message of the midrash above, that a Jew is Jew, regardless of his
background, and that any of us can grow to greatness.

It is natural for human beings to assume that spiritual character is an inherited trait and that
certain lines are more gifted than others, but the description of Hiram’s lineage teaches us that
our natural inclination is incorrect. No Jew should ever say, “I am predisposed to spiritual
weakness,” or, “My ancestors handicapped me.” Certainly, all of us are gifted with certain basic
talents — but anyone who is willing to invest the effort is given the opportunity to develop those
talents to the fullest.

Hiram’s message for Chanukah

Rav Mordechai Elon adds that this message may have special relevance for Chanukah:*

Our Chanukah Torah reading recounts the gifts brought by each nasi (tribal prince) at the end
of the Mishkan’s dedication. Despite the fact that each gift’s elements were identical, the Torah
repeats every detail of each gift as if it were unique, emphasizing the importance of each
individual. Then, at the end, the Torah sums up the gifts collectively and demonstrates that we
are all as one before HaShem.

Rav Elon points out that the first nasi to bring a gift is Nachshon ben Aminadav, leader of
Yehudah, and the last nasi to bring a gift is Achira ben Einan, leader of Naftali. With this we are

* www.elon.org/shiur_hebrew_doc/vayigash64.doc
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taught, yet again, that the entire nation exists on the same plane. Each leader’s gift for the
mishkan is significant, but each also functions as an equal part of the greater unity.

The union of Chanukah’s haftarot

This message is also critical as we look toward the building of a third Beit haMikdash, for we are
taught that our national unity is a prerequisite for the arrival of Mashiach.*® Further, this theme
unites the two haftarot of Chanukah.

On the face of it, the two haftarot of Chanukah seem to be read out of order; the haftarah for the
first Shabbat of Chanukah is Zecharyah’s foretelling of the second Beit haMikdash, and the
haftarah for the second Shabbat of Chanukah describes Shlomo’s construction of the first Beit
haMikdash. Why do we read these messages in reverse chronological order?

Tosafot Yom Tov*' cites the Ran to suggest that Zecharyah’s vision actually relates to a future
time of Mashiach, and so it is more beloved to us than a description of the first Beit haMikdash.>

Certainly, Zecharyah’s message is more explicitly linked to a future time of mashiach, but, as
noted above, Hiram’s message is also important for our eschatological future. On the day when
we will truly stand together, when we look not at tribe and lineage but at the knowledge and
understanding and talent of the individual, then we will merit a final N°277 n31M for the >7v P12
79, the eternal Beit haMikdash.

39 See, for example, Yechezkel 37, the haftarah for Parshat Vayyigash

3! Tosafot Yom Tov to Megilah 3:4

52 The Kolbo (#20) answers that precedence is determined by relevance for Chanukah; Zecharyah’s vision relates
to the second Beit haMikdash, during which time the story and miracle of Chanukah took place.
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