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Preface

The Rambam concludes the Laws of the Sabbatical 
and Jubilee Years with the following profound words, “Not 
only the tribe of Levi, but any one of the inhabitants of the 
world whose spirit generously motivates him and he 
understands his wisdom to set himself aside and stand 
before God to serve and minister to Him and to know 
God…he is sanctified as holy of holies.” According to the 
Seforno, an intimation of this idea is found in the verse 
“You shall be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation” (Exodus 19,6). What is the Torah’s intention with 
this imperative? Surely the entirety of our nation cannot be 
of kohanic lineage. Is there no other way of achieving 
national sanctity? The Seforno (ibid.) explains “you will be 
a kingdom of priests to understand and to enlighten the 
whole of humanity that they should all call out in the name 
of God.” In other words, the kohanic role is not limited to 
those of priestly lineage nor is its fulfillment confined to 
the Temple. It extends to all Jews, challenging us to enrich 
the spiritual fabric of the world. It demands leadership 
through education and scholarship, and more importantly 
by example. Judaism, in the words of our esteemed 
president, Richard Joel, does not necessarily call upon us to 
“make a statement, but to be a statement.”

As members of the Bella and Harry Wexner Kollel
Elyon, we were privileged to spend this year delving the 
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is named as an everlasting tribute to
the treasured memory of

Herschel Cabakoff

Herschel Cabakoff exemplified the American Jewish
immigrant faithful to his people’s tradition. He and his wife
Lena braved the hardships of economic survival to
maintain a religious home, a home characterized by an
atmosphere of sanctity and transcendent purpose. Regular
Torah study and synagogue involvement brought G-d and
the welfare of Jews and Judaism to the fore of his life and
his children’s lives. The doors of his home were always
open to Jews whose travels brought them to Columbus,
Ohio, and who would benefit from a welcoming place to
stay where their needs for religious observance would be
met. It was this example of hakhnasat orchim which Bella
Wexner , one of his five children, witnessed while
growing up, and which guided and influenced her
throughout her life. When Mr. Cabakoff passed away on
October 27, 1954, , a family lived on, imbued
with his spirit of devotion. His sacrifices had borne fruit.

Forty-five years later, Mrs. Bella Wexner and Mr.
Cabakoff’s granddaughter, Ms. Susan Wexner, initiated
and designed a seminal program in higher Jewish
education, the Bella and Harry Wexner Kollel Elyon and
Semikhah Honors Program, at our yeshiva. The Kollel and
Honors Program prepare rabbis for their roles as leaders of
communities and of the Jewish people at large,
emphasizing both traditional learning and interpersonal
skills essential for effective dissemination of Jewish ideals
– an effort which constitutes a natural continuation of the
life of Herschel Cabakoff. In tribute to his memory, his
name, Zvi, graces this journal of advanced Torah studies.
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