Rabbi Meir Goldw1cht

he gemara in Taanis (29a)
says: " DN 1TIX DDA
nNNY2a, Once Adar begins we
increase our rejoicing."”
explains: " D9 DX D D01 N
no9), The Jews experienced
miraculous days, Purim and Pesach."
Why does Rash/ mention Pesach,
which falls in WNissan, when the
gemara is clearly discussing Adar,
»the month in which Purim falls?
s Rather, Rash/ is pointing out that if
we wish to properly understand the
nes (miracle) of Purim, we must
understand the nissim (miracles) of
y Pesach as well. Through an
understanding of Pesach we will be
better prepared for the simcha (joy)
of Purim.
The navi (prophet)

refers to
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Egypt) as the birth of Am VYisrael (the
§Jewush people), calling it, " NTom DY
§ X, Your birthday"
216:4). This birth, like every birth,
j required a period of pregnancy
& before it could take place. This
& pregnancy, like every pregnancy,
Jwas divided into three stages: the
b first trimester, the second trimester,
<and the third trimester. The three
& stages of Am Visrael's pregnancy
Q correspond to parashas Shekalim,
parashas Zachor,
Parah, three of the four special
Torah readings read during Adar and
Nissan. After passing through these
three stages of pregnancy, we arrive
finally at parashas HaChodesh, which
represents M/ TNNN (renewal) and
 birth.

N Parashas  Shekalim, which
» corresponds to the first trimester,
§ discusses NN (giving). When a
¥ person gives willingly, it is an
expression of the love he has inside.
® Love is expressed practically through
y N (zeal) and desire to give. In
dnature, Mt s represented by
4 water, which is constantly flowing, as
Swell as constantly giving of itself in
g order to help others grow. Avraham
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Rashi

yetzias Mitzrayim (the Exodus from

(Yechezkel

and parashas

source),

we refer to Awaha 5
DD NX, The Patrlar
followed You like water.
first stage of
corresponding to Avraham
corresponding  to
(characteristic)  of
corresponding to th

giving willingly.
However, when

forbidden 7
When

level of
(closeness).
discusses '
relationships), it says,
is an abominatio

"ashes" he under the -
(Throne of Glory), is he
who represents NI, nl'l“l

evil, remain wary of |t,, an
ultimately destroy it.

nimr, and fo

harmoniously. The proper synth
of mw»nr and nwen
(cleanliness). This is the messag
parashas Parah, which discusses
process of purification from nxn
(impurity), leading the person to
state of Nrpa. The 10D (priest) takes
D°n DN (water from a flowing
representing mmr and,, comes time or'the
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we find ouréelves again in a situation
where we must be born anew. This

. us to npa and

re promnsed Y MONA )
RO n*’mx Donx, I will surely
redeem you at the end as at the
beginning” (Kedushah of Shabbos
Mussaf Nusach Sefard). Twice we
been born as a nation during

e month of Nissar once when we
Egypt and once in the days of
dechai.  Esther says in the
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do ot drink” (Esther4 16). The

' out that Esther’s order not

o eat or drink is superfluous, as she
has already ordered the nation to
Rather, the Gra explains that it
esach, and Esther was ordering

o forgo the obligation to eat
matzah and to drink the MDD Y2IX
(the four cups of wine). We are
r promised that the third
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geulah (redemption) WIII also take,
place in Nissam: " 702 19X 1O ¢
SX2D PNy, They were redeemed
in Nissan, they are destined to be !
redeemed in  Nissan'  (Rosh
HaShanah 11a). The way to be
redeemed is to be reborn.

If we make an effort to better
ourselves, to strengthen our emunah
and to serve as role models in our!
daily actions, we can be born anew ¢
this year and merit " nNNEA NMIX ¢
P e, Light and gladness, joy
and honor" (£sther 8:16).
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Adapted from a shiur given by R’ Goldwicht
Compiled by a student ¢

Rabbi Goldwicht, a prominent Israeli scholar,
educator, and a Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva
University's Mazer Yeshiva Program, is the
head of the Stone Beis Medrash Program.
Rabbi Goldwicht joined YU as a Rosh Yeshiva
at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary
and the Mazer Yeshiva Program. He received
semicha from the renowned rabbinic
authorities Rabbi Zalman Nehemia Goldberg,
HaRav HaGaon Betzalel Zolti 2"sr, Chief
Rabbi of Jerusalem, and Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef,
Rishon LTzion of Israel. Rabbi Goldwicht gives
shiurim extensively all over the metropolitan
area and in Israel, inspiring thousands.
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